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- A Psalm. 

Ouf Father Ood, who art In heaven, 

Who iiavr lo-U»y llie food of ao*«n, 
Thill wo idIkIi t Uve forever more. 
And love Thy Dame awl Thee adore,— 
grant Umt all who here bowed rtowo, 
Aii'l wornhl|x<d Thee, the Lord their Mori, 
May k<jc|j Thy Wuril •>< tnilli and (tract, 
And find lit heaven a dwelling plaee* 
We tiiimk Time lor the Uoapel aoUHd. 
May Lt In all oor hvarta abound. 
An 1 1 ke«p uh al I , ear Ji com I n k day , 
In Tldnu own good and heavenly way. 
Then Limine to Thy itn-ut Name Wei) civ,-, 
A hit ever In Tliytmrvlca Jlvp. 
So loll! be, no let It be, 
In 1 line and through eternity. 
Lord, hear our prayer, 
O hirar our prayar, 

Amen, Anu'u.— H*'|, 

■ . ■ - 

The Primitive church and Its 
Customs. 

Many theological write re ad- 
vocate i hat tin- it; ia no difference 
according to the New Testament 
between the office ot bishop and 
presbyter or elder. Thin claim 
is based upon these scriptures 
without making any allowance 
whatever tor modesty in speech. 

There is nothing plainer in 
the history of the church, than 
if the tact that the office of 
bishop was superior to that of 
presbyter, i'reabyters often had 
charge of congregations and 
ruled over them ; bnt because 
they possessed that prerogative 
in some place*, it does not prove 
that the bishops and presbyters 
were, in all cases, men ot equal 
authority in overseeing the af- 
fairs of the church. The apos- 
tles were Christian men, acted as 
Christian men, and wrote as 
Christian men; bunco, their let- 
ters to the churches do not 
abound in priestly importance 
in the way of showing their au- 
thority. As modest men, they 
were willing to esteem others 
belter than themselves; Hud they 
looked upon their office as one 
of servitude instead of lordship. 
These are my own opinions ; but 
the fact remains that the office of 
bishop was everywhere held to 
be superior to that of presbyter. 
It would be well, however, in 
this couuection, to say, that dur- 
ing the lives of the apostles, the 
term bishop and presbyter were 
used promiscuously, but after 
the death of the apostles, 
it superceded the name of apos- 
tle. Thug, those who followed 
the apostles as supreme servants 
oi the church, were culled bish- 
ops, and from that time on, the 
term was understood to desig- 
nate the highest office in the 
church. Timothy was the first 
bishop of EpheBua ; Polycarp of 
Smyrnia; James of Jerusalem; 
Euodius, of Antioch, and Pa pi as, 
of llierapolis. These men, and 
others, were ordained bishops by 
the apostles, and nowhere in all 
the historical, doctrinal, and de- 
votional writings that have come 
under our obeervatian, have we 
found a line calling them elders 
or presbyters where reference is 
made to their titles. At first, it 
seems, all bishops were called 
apostles. Theodoret says, the 
same persons were called both 
bishops and presbyters, whilst 
those who are now called bish- 
ops, were called apostles. Soon 
after this he continues, the name 
ot apostle was given to those 
only who were apostles indeed ; 
and the name bishop was given 
to those who before were called 
apostles. 

Another writer, bearing the 
name St Ambrose, also says, 
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that all bishops were called apos 
ties at first. The following quo- 
tation from the same writer pi a 
ces the subject very clearly : 
They, who are now called bish- 
ops, were originally called apos- 
tles; but the holy apostles being 
dead, they who were ordained af- 
ter them, to govern the churches, 
could not arrive to the excellency 
of those first; rror had they the 
testimony of miracles, and were 
In many other respects inferior 
to them. For this reason, they 
thought it uot becoming to as- 
sume to themselves the name of 
apostles; but dividing the names 
they lei t to presbyters the name 
of the presbytery, and they 
themselves were celled bishops. 

The bishops in the council of 
Carthage, called themselves the 
apostles' successors; also, St. 
Jerome, in speaking of the bish- 
ops, says : They are all of equal 
merit, their priesthood is the 
same ; they are all successors to 
the apostles. 

It is very evident from what 
has already been said, that in the 
times of the apostles, little or uo 
difference was attached to the 
names ; but as soon as the apos- 
tles chose their successors to fol- 
low them in governing the 
churches, the name of bishop 
was exalted, and used in place ot 
the name apostle. 

Several titles of respect were 
used upon the bishops. The 
churches over which they pre- 
sided were called apostolic sees; 
and because they presided over 
the clergy as well as the people, 
they were called chief priests, 
and princes of the clergy. Also, 
every bishop was called papa or 
pope, before the Koman bishop 
appropriated it for himself, and 
assumed to be the successor of 
Jesus Christ. Other names which 
were applied to all bishops were 
also appropriated by patriacha. 

In the next, I will write about 
the distinction between bishops 
and elders in their relation to 
the practical works ot the 
church. 

■ — ■ ■ ■> ■ 

Dr. Bickel of the university of 
Iu n a brook has found among the 
El Kay 1 1 m Manuscripts, a frag- 
ment of what is believed to be a 
Gospel older Ihau Matthew or 
Mark. It contains only 105 
words in Greek. Dr. Bickel 
thinks it was composed in thu 
first century. The fragment is 
translated thus : 

1. "But alter supper as they 
went out. 

2. "You will take offense this 
night. 

3. "According to the Scrip- 
tures, 'I will smite the shepherd 
and the sheep will be scattered.' 

4. "Then Peter spake. 

5. "And if all, not I. 

6. "fie said to him, 

7. :'The cock will crow twice, 
and before that thou shall deny 
Me thrice." 

The parallel is to be found in 
Matthew 26 : 30, 84, and Mark 
19 : 26, 80 ; bat it will he noticed 
that the Lord's prophesy about 
him going away into Gallilee is 
omitted. 


Life should be a constant 
vision of God's presence. 


The Religious World. 

Siloam Sunday school, Phila- 
delphia, has 1,800 members. 
John Wannamaker is superin- 
tendent. 

At Odessa, a peasant, belong- 
ing to the Bible-reading sect ot 
Stuudists, has been sentenced to 
three years imprisonment on a 
charge of blasphemy iu preach- 
ing against the image worship 
of the Russian church. 

Missionaries in tar- oil conn- 
tries, like 1 Su i mali, say that a 
great deal of infidel literature is 
being distributed among the na- 
tives, especially among teachers. 
Bundles of documents, including 
Ingersoll'a lectures, in I lie na- 
tive tongues, are sent into towi s 
and villages for free circulation. 

The necrology report of the 
Presbyterian church lor the past 
year shows thatono hundred and 
two ministers died. One ot these 
was one hundred years old, two 
over ninety, and forty -five over 
seventy. Fifty-five were not in 
active work in the ministry, hav- 
ing been laid aside mostly 
through the infirmity of age. 

The Scandinavian missionary 
of the American Sunday school 
Union, reports that he is greatly 
encouraged by his success in or- 
ganizing schools, and especially 
by the testimony of the people, 
where denominational efforts to 
sustain schools, have failed be- 
cause of divisions, as to ttttTtiar 
monizing and stimulating influ- 
ence of the American Sunday 
school Union. 

Bishop Taylor and his party 
of missionaries iu Africa having 
arrived at Loanda, are already 
at work. The bishop and his 
co-laborers have made explora- 
tions into the country in differ 
eut directions to eligible points 
distant from Loanda about 300 
miles. They have located four 
mission stations, to which by 
this time, it is probable, detach' 
ments of the company have been 
sent. The plan is to open in- 
dusiiial farms aud march on to- 
ward the center of llie continent, 
inviting Christianity and Chris- 
tian civilization to lock arms and 
move abreast in thu grand pro 
cession. The chiefs aud Gov- 
ernors of the country eonllgu 
ous to Loaudu, have been seen 
and consulted. These dignita- 
ries are all favorable to the mis- 
sionaries, and promise to give, or 
lease for ninety- nine years, all 
the land they need, and also to 
furnish other facilities for tbe 
prosecution ot their enterprises. 

Chinese Sunday school work 
in New York city, had a begin- 
ning sixteen years ago in the es- 
tablishment of one little Chinese 
Sunday school in the Five Points 
House ot Industry. Now tbe 
Cause has grown until tbe first 
anniversary of tbe New York 
Chinese Sunday school Union, 
held May 13th, aroused enough 
enthusiasm to fill the Broadway 
Tabernacle to overflowing. Of 
an estimated total of 8,500 to 
6,000 ChinesB in New York and 
Brooklyn, the names of 1,000 
are on the book of some Sunday 
sohool, and about 500 are regu- 
lar Sunday school attendants, 
while the number of church com- 


municants is some forty or fifty. 
The work is slow and difficult; 
each scholar, for the most part, 
requires a teacher entirely to 
himself; and some of the learn- 
ers, it afterwards appears, attend 
the schools rather to study En- 
glish than to be instructed in Hi- 
ble truths. Yet there are many 
evident signs of progress. — 8. 8. 
Times. 


Why Not Take the Gospel Plan 1 

BY E. MASON. 

We lay great stress on the lit- 
eral obedience of the word of 
God. In our Lovefeafts we are 
careful that we do not commence 
before evening. Some of us are 
so conscientious in this, that we 
wait until the sun is down. 
Then, again we have known 
brethren who would not com- 
mune unless tbey had a warm 
supper. While others are very 
earnest in advocating that soup 
forms tbe principal feature in 
the meal. And we also strongly 
cling to the single mode of feel- 
w ashing as being the only- 
met hod of obeying the Savior's 
command. "Ye alto ought to 
wash one another's feet !*' Now 
I have nothing to say against all 
this. I have charity enough uot 
to quarrel with the brethten 
about the form, unless there is a 
vital principal at stake. But 
tbe plainest thing about the 
Lord's Snpperwe treat with in- 
ditlerence and disrespect. 

I would like to know where 
the Brethren find Gospel author 
ity tor the great display that is 
made at our Love feasts. The 
plainest part ot the Lord's ex- 
ample in this matter, wo never 
attempt to follow. Considering 
the great stress we lay on lib 
example in other things, this is 
very inconsistent. The exuropte 
nt thu Lord is that it was to he 
observed in private. He did not 
even let his disciples know when 
it wsb to be. Now, it there is 
any thing in the "Lord's exam 
pic — and we profess to believe 
there i* — then our public muui- 
ieatatious are all wrong. 

I have been at Lovefeasts 
when the order was — well, I will 
be mild and merely call it bud. 
While prayer was being ottered, 
tbe communicants have been 
shocked with the laughter and 
loud talking of the spectators. 
During the observance of the 
ordinance*, all kinds of sacrile- 
gious and unmannerly remarks 
are being made. At a late Love- 
tea', i which I attended, some un- 
ruly parties Blammed the cellar 
d:,iir, until it cracked like a pis- 
tol shot, aud this was done just 
as the blessing was being asked 
on the bread. Is this right? Is 
this the way the holy ordiuances 
ot God are to be the target of the 
unruly and vicious ? How cau 
any one enter into the spirit of 
the ordinances under such cir- 
cumstances, and every moment 
expecting some act more bois- 
terous than usual ? Can we ex- 
pect to center our minds on the 
services 1 We are to do it in re- 
membrance of Christ. How can 
we think and remember amid 
such a tumult? Is there no rem- 
edy? Is the church to be thus 
ridiculed, and the Lord Jesus 


Christ to be so openly aud defi- 
antly insulted? We are told, 
"Give uot that which is holy 
unto dogs, neither cast ye yonr 
pearls before swine," Yes, there 
is a remedy, and the Lord has 
shown it to us. If we follow 
his example we will not huve 
this to answer for. What would 
Paul say, if he were to speak to 
us about the disorder, as be did 
to the ancient Corinthians ? 

Again, for whom were these 
ordinances iustituded ? For the 
general public or the church! 
It is undoubtedly tor the renew- 
ing oi our faith, hope aud char- 
ity. It is exclusively for the 
church. Then why do we make 
such a public parade of it! 
Where is tbe benefit to the 
church or the community ! Then 
it it is for the church, let us per- 
form the ordinancer, so that we 
can obtain the most spiritual 
good lrom them. 

What was the Lord's apparent 
object lor keeping the place 
troin tbe knowledge of his disci- 
ples ? I can ouly see one reason. 
It was because he did uot want 
Judas to know it, test he should 
bring the Lords enemies there, 
and betray him before he had 
given ua the instuitotius. In 
short, it was that they should 
not be intruded upon by those 
who would anuoy and molest 
them. . We have need of tbe 
same precaution, and therefore 
can follow tbe Lord's exam id e 
with safety. 

Some ot us may say, "If we 
have private Loveleusla the 
German Baptists will make cap- 
ital oi it." Is tbe German Bap. 
list opinion going in be our rale of 
faith and practice ? Fot shame, 
brethren ; if that is your argu- 
ment, yon arc not worthy ot ibe 
name you prot ess tu follow. 
Heme tuber, it is the optntoii of 
our Master, just, and so to gain 
his appro bat ion we must follow 
his example. 

There will be no difficulty about 
this. It can be determined at 
your ci. unci 1 meetings as to 
time and place. And if \v<> de- 
cide to Ifilil them piivntely. ii 
should not be announced pob- 
licly, DO parade made, but every 
thing done as simply as possible. 
The public are ii'it going 19 
come unless you invite them. 
— --^ • » • — 

All the good things oi tJtli 
world are no I tir! her good than 
they are ot use; and whatever 
we may heap up to give to oth- 
ers, we enjoy ouly us much as 
we can tiae, and, no more. — De- 
foe. 

He kuoweth that il my suffer- 
ings glorify His name, and en- 
courage others to stand taat lor 
the honor of our supreme law- 
giver, Christ, my wages are the a 
paid to the toll. 

I find these two truths a stay 
to my soul ; the efficiency ot the 
atonement, and the stability o* 
promise. Just now, this seems 
my all, and enables me to look 
np to God as my father, al- 
though I am his sorrowiug child; 
for as I think of my sins and sin- 
fulness, it almost seems as I 
must sorrow even iu the land 
where sorrow shall te uu more 
known,— Evans. 


